
Text-only version

This is Google's cache of http://ragsdalesermons.blogspot.com/. It is a snapshot of the page as it appeared on Mar 28,
2009 22:30:00 GMT. The current page could have changed in the meantime. Learn more

These search terms are highlighted: katherine ragsdale sermons operation save america  

reorganizing

From Denver

Our Work Is Not Done

The Big Question

Sold into Egypt

Gay Pride

Lambeth Snooze

More Lambeth

Lambeth -- Part IV

Lambeth -- Part III

September 2001

March 2002

March 2003

March 2004

January 2005

March 2005

April 2005

December 2006

July 2008

August 2008

October 2008

Blogging
Episcopalians

MONDAY,  OC TOBER 20,  2008

reorganizing
OK, time to tidy this stuff up. At least it is if I intend to continue (start)

to use it -- and I keep telling myself I am going to start to use it

regularly.

So, I'm going to move all the non-sermon stuff off here and onto

www.KatherineRagsdale.blogspot.com I'm going to try to resrve this one

for those times when I manage to find time to write down what I

preached before I've forgotten what I said.

So -- for the regular updates and reflections that this genre seems to be

about, try the other site.
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W EDNESDAY,  AU GUST 27,  2008

From Denver
Not time to say much. It's late and tomorrow is another long day. But ...

I can't call it quits tonight without noting how breathtaking Hillary was

tonight. My friend/colleague and I sat in breathless, screaming tears

throughout the speech. The strength, graciousness, power, and

generosity ... what a lost opportunity not to be electing this woman to

the presidency.

I saw the speech on TV after I got back to the hotel in the wee hours. It

doesn't begin to capture it. The thunderous shouts and cheers, the

waves of emotion that reverberated throughout the arena. The one good

thing about watching it replayed on TV was that the mics picked up her

every word. In the arena, parts were drowned out altogether by the
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relentless cheering.

I'd like to offer some profound reflection --maybe later. Tonight I just

sit in stunned awe.

posted by KHR+ | 3:47 AM | 0 comments 

W EDNESDAY,  AU GUST 13,  2008

Our Work Is Not Done
The Democrats have removed "safe, legal, and rare" language about

abortion from the platform. About time! I was reminded of a speech

from last year that never made it onto this site.

Better late than never, perhaps ...

Our Work is Not Done

Rev. Katherine Hancock Ragsdale

Birmingham, AL

July 21, 2007

Well Operation Save America came, they saw, they harassed, and

they annoyed; but they did not close the clinic. The clinic stayed open,

no patients were turned away, and the doors never closed. We remain

victorious. And that victory is a good thing – but, make no mistake, even

though OSA has gone home; our work is not done.

If we were to leave this park and discover that clinic violence had

become a thing of the past, never to plague us again, that would be a

very good thing, indeed; but, still, our work would not be done.

If we were to find that, while we were here, Congress had acted to

insure that abortion would always be legal, that would be a very good

thing; but our work would not be done.

If we were suddenly to find a host of trained providers, insuring access

in every city, town, village, and military base throughout the world, that

would be a very good thing; but our work would not be done.

When every woman has everything she needs to make an informed,

thoughtful choice, and to act upon it, we will be very close; but, still, our

work will not be done.

As long as women, acting as responsible moral agents, taking

responsibility for their own lives and for those who depend on them,

have to contend with guilt and shame, have judgment and contempt

heaped upon them, rather than the support and respect they deserve,

our work is not done.

How will we know when our work is done? I suspect we’ll know it when

Makes $5K/M
Christian Mother
makes $5K /
month from the
comfort of her
home.
Bible.org

Practical
Evangelism
Help Your
Community Apply
The Bible To Their
Money Problems.
www.DaveRamsey.com/F

Download
Sermons
Search and
download sermons
by topic from the
#1 Sermon
website!
www.SermonSearch.com

Learn Biblical
Hebrew
Online Biblical
Hebrew lessons.
Understand the
Bible completely.
www.ClassicalHebrew.co

Sermons by Katherine Ragsdale http://74.125.93.104/search?q=cache:t3ECT1FUF-kJ:ragsdalesermons.bl...



we see it. But let me give you some sure indicators that it isn’t done yet:

- When doctors and pharmacists try to opt out of providing medical

care, claiming it’s an act of conscience, our work is not done.

Let me say a bit more about that, because the religious community has

long been an advocate of taking principled stands of conscience – even

when such stands require civil disobedience. We’ve supported

conscientious objectors, the Underground Railroad, freedom riders,

sanctuary seekers, and anti-apartheid protestors. We support people

who put their freedom and safety at risk for principles they believe in.

But let’s be clear, there’s a world of difference between those who

engage in such civil disobedience, and pay the price, and doctors and

pharmacists who insist that the rest of the world reorder itself to protect

their consciences – that others pay the price for their principles.

This isn’t particularly complicated. If your conscience forbids you to

carry arms, don’t join the military or become a police officer. If you have

qualms about animal experimentation, think hard before choosing to go

into medical research. And, if you’re not prepared to provide the full

range of reproductive health care (or prescriptions) to any woman who

needs it then don’t go into obstetrics and gynecology, or internal or

emergency medicine, or pharmacology. Choose another field! We’ll

respect your consciences when you begin to take responsibility for

them.

- Here’s another sign. Did you notice the arguments that were being

shouted at us in front of the clinic? They’ve been trying for years, and

seem to be pushing especially hard now, to position themselves as

feminists – supporters of women. You heard them – yelling that they

understand that it’s all men’s fault. That men must do better at

supporting women and children so that women, presumably, won’t feel

the need to abort. They yelled that they understood that the women

going into the clinic had been hurt by men and were reacting to that

pain and betrayal. They pledged to help men be more responsible so

that women wouldn’t want abortions.

Let me tell you something. Any argument that puts men alone at the

center – for good or for bad -- any discussion of women’s reproductive

health that ends up being all about men, is not feminism. Nor, for that

matter, is it Christian, or reflective of any God I recognize. And as long

as anyone can even imagine such an argument, our work is not done.

- And while we’re at it, as long as a Justice of the Supreme Court of the

United States can argue, as Justice Kennedy recently did, that women

are not capable of making our own informed moral decisions, that we

need men to help us so that we won’t make mistakes that we later

regret; as long as a Supreme Court Justice can deny the moral agency of

women simply because we are women – and can do it without being

laughed off the public stage forever – our work is not done. What has
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happened to us that he could even think he could get away with

publishing such an opinion? Our work most certainly is not done.

- Finally, the last sign I want to identify relates to my fellow clergy. Too

often even those who support us can be heard talking about abortion as

a tragedy. Let’s be very clear about this:

When a woman finds herself pregnant due to violence and chooses an

abortion, it is the violence that is the tragedy; the abortion is a blessing.

When a woman finds that the fetus she is carrying has anomalies

incompatible with life, that it will not live and that she requires an

abortion – often a late-term abortion – to protect her life, her health, or

her fertility, it is the shattering of her hopes and dreams for that

pregnancy that is the tragedy; the abortion is a blessing.

When a woman wants a child but can’t afford one because she hasn’t

the education necessary for a sustainable job, or access to health care,

or day care, or adequate food, it is the abysmal priorities of our nation,

the lack of social supports, the absence of justice that are the tragedies;

the abortion is a blessing.

And when a woman becomes pregnant within a loving, supportive,

respectful relationship; has every option open to her; decides she does

not wish to bear a child; and has access to a safe, affordable abortion –

there is not a tragedy in sight -- only blessing. The ability to enjoy God’s

good gift of sexuality without compromising one’s education, life’s

work, or ability to put to use God’s gifts and call is simply blessing.

These are the two things I want you, please, to remember – abortion is a

blessing and our work is not done. Let me hear you say it: abortion is a

blessing and our work is not done. Abortion is a blessing and our work

is not done. Abortion is a blessing and our work is not done.

I want to thank all of you who protect this blessing – who do this work

every day: the health care providers, doctors, nurses, technicians,

receptionists, who put your lives on the line to care for others (you are

heroes -- in my eyes, you are saints); the escorts and the activists; the

lobbyists and the clinic defenders; all of you. You’re engaged in holy

work.

Thank you for allowing me to join you in that work for a few days here

in Alabama. God bless you all.
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MONDAY, AU GUST 11 ,  2008

The Big Question
I asked it at one of the Lambeth press briefings but, just for the record,

let's get it down here. (It has been reported elsewhere -- thanks Jim and

Katie -- but may as well get it on my site, as well.)
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